
GROWTH 
Part One: 

As Christians, we all desire to grow or continue growing in our walk with 

Jesus.  We don’t want to stay the same. We want growth, but oftentimes we don’t 

like what we must go through to grow. I have found this to be true, even for myself. 

I love growing and maturing in the Lord, but I don’t like the painful process of 

pruning. 

The pruning season is where Holy Spirit comes and cuts away whatever is not 

bearing fruit in my life so that I can produce more. Bear more fruit. I liken pruning 

to road construction.  Just hear me out! 

We all love a new or smooth road, but we hate the inconvenience of road 

construction. Am I right?! The detours, delays, frustrations, having to slow down. 

No one likes it. Likewise, we want God to do a work in our heart (the inner 

chambers) or our external life, but sometimes it’s so darn painful. To bear fruit, 

pruning is a must.  

In John 15:1-2 Jesus says, 

“I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 

He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, 

and he PRUNES the branches that do bear fruit so they will 

produce even more.” 

The Greek word for prune is kathairo which means to cleanse; to atone for; 

to extinguish the guilt of a crime by worship, cancel the punishment of a crime, to 

make reparation. 

What a beautiful meaning! Through our worship and repentance, that is 

when God begins to prune our hearts. He is cleansing us and making atonement for 

our sin. Matthew 3:8 says, “bearing fruit with keeping with repentance.” 

Repentance is the key to being pruned. REPENT. Painful yet beneficial.  

 

 



Who is the true vine? 

What does he do to the area that isn’t producing fruit? 

What does he do to the branches that do bear fruit? 

How should you apply the Greek meaning of prune to your life? 

What is something you may need to repent of today? 


